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wards obtaining office, held aloof from public
honours, and lived a secluded life in his house
on the Esquiline. Occupying himself with the
task of recording all the remarkable things he
had seen during his distant travels, he turned,
as he said, the vicissitudes of his years of expia-
tion into a diversion for his hours of rest. IE
the midst of these cairn employments, alternat-
ing with assiduous study of the works of Epicu-
rus, he recognized with a mixture of surprise
and vexation that age was stealing upon him.
In his sixty-second year, being afflicted with an
illness which proved in no slight degree trouble-
some, he decided to have recourse to the waters
at Baise. The coast at that point, once frequented
by the halcyon, was at this date the resort of
the wealthy Roman, greedy of pleasure. For a
week Lamia lived alone, without a friend in the
brilliant crowd. Then one day, after dinner, an
Inclination to which he yielded urged him to
ascend the incline, which, covered with vines that
resembled bacchantes, looked out upon the waves.
Having reached the summit he seated himself
by the side of a path beneath a terebinth, and
let his glances wander over the lovely landscape.
To his left livid and bare, the Phlcjraean plain
stretched out towards the rains of Cumae. On
his right. Cape Misenum plunged its abrupt
spur beneath the Tyrrhenian sea. Beneath his
feet luxurious Baias, following the graceful out-